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Spark is an initiative created at Stanford University, 
to overcome challenges associated with translation of 
academic discoveries. And now in Berlin!
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The translation of scientific discoveries into in novative therapies re- 
quires not only a knowlegde of the art of drug development, but also 
how to develop viable strategies to translate these products, devices and 
diagnostics into safe, cost effective therapies.  Equally important are the 
ethics used at each step in the translational cycle, whether it is the non-
biased way we collect and analyzed data, design and implement clinical 
trials or market and sell the products we create.  Compromising our 
ethical standards at any step can kill the subsequent development of a 
promising treatment, harm patients, or drive the cost so high that they 
are unaffordable. In todays lectures, we will learn from Dr. Ulrich 
Dirnagl about how low reliability and reproducibility of data collected 
in our academic institutions can adversely affect the development of 
new therapies. In Dr. Craig Garner’s lecture, we will learn about the 
ethics of drug development and how market pressure can elicit highly 
unethical behaviors by industry leaders that are driving up the cost of 
health care.
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